The role of the medical school dean's wife: report of a study.
The role of the medical school dean's wife was studied through a questionnaire distributed to wives of U.S. medical school deans. Responses of the wives are presented and discussed. Topics discussed include role orientation, perceived expectations, activities, resources, priorities, and satisfaction. A conceptual model is presented in the form of a three-part typology to describe the approaches used by wives as they play the role. The typology deals with the initiation, extent, and degree of role involvement in medical school activities by the wife of the dean.